river of Enemies; and 
he Excellency of the Chrifian 
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| Preach'd before the 
Pircher 
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| m— March 13. Wan. 3. at St. Peter's; 


hf JosrpH EDwWaRDs, M. A. 
of Magdalene. Hall. 


e Second Edition corrected, and much 
altered and enlarged. 


— 


To which is Added, | 
4 PPEN DIN, concerzing the Ends of 


Divine Puniſhments. 


0 XxX F@ Xx D-: 


bnted by L. Lichfield, for C. Davis, againſt 
EGray's-Inn, in Holbourn, and M. Cooper, in Pater- 

Noſter- Row, London; and ſold by R. Clements, 
and S. Parker, in Oxford; and W. Thurlbourn, 


; in Cambridge. 


To the REVEREND 


The following 
DISCOURSE, 


(In its Preſent State) 
18 
With the Higheſt Senſe of His Singular 


Learning and Abilities; 


The Eminent Services he has done to 


heb ihe, 


NaTURAL and REVEALED ; | 


— 


| Eſtabliſhed Church : 


AND 


[the EsTERxM he profeſſes, and, 


I make no Doubt, has, 
OF THE 


5 bIVERSTTIES of this NArrox; 


Humbly INSCRIBED, 
By His very Great ADMIRER), 
And moſt Reſpectful SERVANT, 


The AUTHOR: 


Mr. WARBURTON, 
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MaTTHEw V. 44. 
But J jay unto you, love your 


| Enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, 
| do good to them that hate you, and 
pray ſor them that deſpitefully uſe 


"RW. ---- 


HEREAS Moſes had com- 
manded, Thou ſhalt love thy 
Neighbour, and the Scribes 
and Phariſees added, and hate 
thine Enemy ; our Saviour, in 


| Oppoſition to this abominable Gloſs and Perver- 


fon of their Founder's Words, requires his Diſ- 
ciples to love their Enemies; and for their abu- 
fire Language, to return them good and ſoft 


Words; and for their Injuries, faithful Services, 


viz, whenever it lies in their Way to exert theſe 


luſtances of Kindneſs towards them. And to 


promote the more effe&ual Obſervation of this 
Injunction, and that we may be the more ſecure 


Jo Sincerity in diſcharging of it, he requires us 
Jto pray for our Perſecutors. 


To this excellent Precept, that does ſo great 
and diſtinguiſhing Honour to our Religion, and its 


Author, has it happened, as it dayly does to too 


many others of leſſer Importance: Extremely averſe 


o putting it in Practice, Men are apt to take 


ſhelter againſt their own Condemnation of _ 
vile 
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(6) 
vile Treſpaſſes againſt it, by confounding the 
Senſe, and enlarging the Extent of it; and then 
taking the Advantage which this gives them the 
Colour of, of ſuppoling it liable to a great Num- 
ber of Exceptions; and ſo making it of hardly 
any, or no Uſe or Effect on them. To prevent, 
therefore, or remove (if it may be) this unhappy 
Deluſion from too many who profeis the Faith, 
and take upon them the holy Name of Chriſt, 
I ſhall, | 


Firſt, Explain and ſtate the Meaning of this | 


Precept, aid apply it to ſuch Caſes as! 
think may create any Difficulty or Miſtake. 
Secondly, Shew the Grounds on which it 

itands. And TO 
Thirdly, and Laſtly, Evince the great Excel- 

lency and certain Truth of the Chriſtian 

Religion from what has been ſaid. 


I. As to the Firſt Thing propoſed : We are 
commanded to love, and ſerve our Enemy : This 
muſt be underſtood in proportion to the Reaſons 
which give him a Right thereto ; and not with 


that Degree of Warmrh and Teal that is due to It 


others, who ſtand in all the ſame Relations to us 
with him, beſide other additional Grounds for 
our Reſpe& and Readineſs to contribute to 
their Welfare and Happineſs. And whoever is 
equally related to us, not only if he be, in our 
impartial Judgment, a better Man; but certainly 
if he has laid us under particular Obligations to 
him, and, for ought I know, if he has only not 
diſobliged us, mult have a Place in our Affections, 
and has a Claim to our good Offices in Preference 


to him, 
Ang 


629 


the | And this, which is fo evident, muſt leave no 


then Man at a Loſs for an Anſwer to an Objection 
the [that Is ſometimes made to the Precept diſcourſing 
um- Jof, in which it is asked how the given can be 
rdly the true Interpretation of it, when our Savicur 
ent, [directs us to forgive a Brother that bas ofended 
Ppy Jus if be repents, What our Saviour enjoins us in 
uth, ny Text is, that we lov e, and be ready to ſerve 
riſt, Jour Enemy; and this, it is true, preſuppoſ'ng, 
and including the reſiſting the Temptation his 


this Jmalign and do him ill Offices, is, in one Ser'ſe of 


as I Jthe Word, Jorgiving him. But beſide thi s, it has 
xe. Janother, © and much higher Meaning, and expreſſes 
it Japerſect Reconciliation ana re- inſtating a Perſon 

— had forfeited all Claim to any ſpecial A ffec- 
cel» ton and Service in the ſame high Degree of Fa- 
tian Jniliarity, Favour, and Fr-endſhip, in which, till 


Ide had cauſeleſly diſſolved the Bands, we were 
united with him. Which, were there no other 


are Jto be given, would be a ſufficient Reply to the 
"his J Objection. And we muſt be ſatisfied, that the 
ons kemifſion which is ſuſpended by our Saviour on 
nth the injuring Party's Repentance, is the laſt men- 
to Jrioned, and higheſt Kind. 

| US But, in Truth, our Saviour is not ſpeaking, in 

tor Jhis Inſtruction referred to in the Objectin, 
to Jo Forgiveneſs in either of the above ee ns, 
1s but of a particular Sort, as will appcar by an 


ur Examination of it. In one of the holv Ev2:gelifts 


nly he expreſles himſelf in theſe Words. [ thy Bro- 
to I ther ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee ſeven Times in a Day, 
"ot Þ and ſeven Times in a Day turn ain to thee, ſaving, 


ns, 
ice 


ng 


I repent, thou ſhalt forgive him *. And more — 
in another thus. I thy Brother ſpall treſpaſs againſt 


| B 3 thee, 
* Luke xvii. 4. 


Behaviour towards us is to human Nature to 
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. thee, go and tell him his Fault between thee and him 


alone. If he ſhall hear thee, thou haſt gained thy 38 n 
1 fefſic 


1 preſ 


Brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take with 


thee one or two more, that in the Mouth of two or 


three Witneſſes every Word may be eſtabliſhed. And I noth 


if he ſhall negleci to hear them, tell it unto the to e 


Church; but if he neglect to hear the Church, let 
him be unto thee an Heathen Man, and a Putlican*. 


And after ſome other Words 'ris needleſs to re- 
peat ; St. Peter asking him, Lord hew oft ſhall 
my Brother fin againſt me, and JI forgive him? till 
ſeven Times? he anſwers, 1 ſay not unto thee until 
Jevea Times, but until ſeventy Times ſeven f. It 


may be that both the ſacred Penmen, in thele 


Paſſages, gives us the ſame Diſcourſe, each in- 
ſerting ſome Parts of it that are omitted by the 
other. But if we ſuppoſe what, I am indeed 
perſuaded, is the real Fact, that they are diffe- 
rent Diſcourſes; nevertheleſs it is plain that they 
both relate to the ſame Matter, and ſpeak of the 
ſame Forgiveneſs. And that it js the not proſe- 


cuting the Criminal. Thou muſt not. proſecute 


* him fo much as before the Eccleſiaſtical Tri- 
** bunal, if by the moſt likely, and proper Means 
* in thy Power, thou canſt produce in him a 
* ſincere Repentance without coming to this Ex- 
e tremity. | 
Indeed it is not only our Duty to puniſh ſome 
Criminals, or Perſons guilty of actionable Offences, 
againſt us, unleſs they repent ; but alſo many 
others whatever Signs they may give of doing 
it ever ſo ſincerely. A Malefactor may be, 
and 1: is 259 often the Caſe that he is ſuch a no- 


toxins hardened Wretch; or the particular 


Crime he has committed againſt me of ſuch a 
| 5 Nature, 
Matt. xvii, 15, 16, 17. + Verſe 21, 22, 
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Nature, and attended with ſuch Circumſtances, 


as may make it imprudent to rely on all the Pro- 
1 feſſions he can poſſibly make, and all other Ex- 


preſſions of the moſt fincere Repentance ; by 


1 nothing but perſuading me of which he can hope 
to eſcape dreaded Infamy and Puniſhment. Or 
where I am clearly fatisfied that neither of theſe 
is the Caſe, neither he the Perſon, nor his Crime 
ot the Nature, and attended with the Cireum- 
I ſtances ſuppoſed, yet it may be no Secret; or not 
likely to continue ſo; and conſequently I owe it 
to my Country, and Self-Preſervation to make 
Jan Example of him. Accordingly 'tis obſerv- 
able that our Saviour's Difcourſe proceeds 
of a Criminal whoſe Crime was a private one, 
and of which there was not any Witneſs; nay 
Imoreover ſuch an one, as it ſeems to me, from 
the Manner in which Witneſſes were to be pro- 
Jcured, of the Illegality, if of the Injaſtice, of 
vhich he was not ſenſible ; and that it was nei- 
ther a heinous actionable Offence, nor he, to 
Appearance, a hardened, confirmed Villain. He 
vas one with whom the injured Party might, 
Inot imprudently, truſt himſelf; and might 
bare ſome reaſonable Hopes to reclaim even by 
private Admonition and Reproof. I may add, 
Ithat if his Crime had been a conſiderable one, 
Jad either publick, or likely to become fo, it 
Jcannot be doubted but that our Saviour's Di- 
ſtection would have been immediately to get him 
J=xcommunicated, in order to proſecute him 
before the Civil Powers, which were then, and 
| Jlme Centuries after, only in the Hands of Infi- 
dels; both which Steps were plainly neceſſary for 
he Defence, the Credit, and Support of the 
chriſtian Church, and Cauſe, as Things, at that 


1 
Time, 


Church, he was to be a Criminal at its Bar, and 


cuted, or not, before the then Civil Tribunal, 


recur to, ſeem only to reſpect the injured Partys 


OT - 
Time, ſtood. Whereas, we ſee, *rwas not, till 


after all other more gentle Methods had been 
tried, that if, at laſt, he would not hear the 


excommunicated ; and after that looked upon as 
an Heathen Man, and a Publican, and ſo proſe— f 
ur 


as the Nature, Degree, and Circumſtances of 
his Crime, and Reaſon and Prudence, all Things 
conſidered, ſhould determine. bel 
But now ſurely the Duty ef Forgiveneſs re- 

quired in my Text, as it has been explained and then 
ſtated, is moſt conſiſtent with my applying to the 
Magiſtrate, and puniſhing ſome Criminals unleſs 
they repent, and others abfolutely. Tis Duty 
requires me, it is true, never to proſecute any 
Criminal (the only Offender we are now conli- 
dering) againſt me, but when his Correction, 
my own Preſervation, and the publick Good, 
ſome, or all of theſe Ends require this at my 
Hands. Burt likewiſe, this Duty obliges me, for 
the Criminal's own Sake, and as an Inſtance of 
my real Good-will and Affection for him, to 
animadvert upon him, and puniſh him, whenever 
my doing ſo is neceſlary for, and with a View 
to his Correction, and Good in this Life, or the 
next. You'll ſay the Ends of very many 
thoſe Puniſhments, that, in every larger State, 
ſome or other have almoſt daily Occaſion to 


Defence and Self-Preſervation, and the Safety 
and Intereſt of the Community and Mankind; 
and that the infliting theſe is certainly no Fart 
of the Forgiveneſs required in my 'Text. But 
nevertheleſs this Duty is moſt conſiſtent with in- 


flicting them. And we may, and muſt fore 
thoſe 


them. 


611) 


thoſe very Perſons on whom we exerciſe them; 


How then is this to be done? We truly forgive 


theſe Injurers of us, if, only propoſing the men- 
toned Ends by proſecuting them, we are ſorry 
from a real Affection for them, that we are forced 
to uſe Severity; and treat them with all poſſible 
Humanity, and in ſuch a Manner, as may, as to 
our Parts, make their Puniſhment as eaſy to 
them as poſſible ; and, at the ſame Time, the 
beſt anſwer the genuine Ends deſigned by their 
Puniſhment ; and be the likelieſt, conſiſtent with 
them, to conduce to their Repentance, and In- 
tereſt in the next World; and ſincerely pray for 


There may, no doubt, happen very rarely to 
here, and there, a Man, Inſtances in which it 
may be lawful, nay he may owe it to himſelf 
to mention only one particular Caſe) to his Re- 
putation ; Which to a generous Nature is the 
teareſt of all worldly Things, and is very often 
tis principal Power and Capacity to provide 
fr himſelf, and anſwer the End of his Being 
ad Station with regard to Others; to diſplay in 
ts true Colours, the Revenge, Malice, Envy, 
ad baſe Detraction of the Wretch or Wretches 
who ſtick at nothing, or have vilely laboured 
Fith inceflant and ſucceſsful Pains, to oppreſs it, 
and bury. him in Scorn and Infamy. But in 


Ithis Caſe I would obſerve, that it is the eaſieſt 


Thing in the World for a Man to deceive. him- 
elk, and while he is ſo far from having any real 
benevolence for his Enemy, and being diſpoſed 
t ſerve him in any Thing, and as far as he 
tmmendably and prudently may, that he is 
tally actuated by Revenge, colour over this 

Principle, 
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Principle with the juſt Motive of Self-Defence, 
and the very ingenuous and laudable one of con- 
tributing to guard the Character and fair Eſteem | qu 
of many an amiable and excellent Perſon, by 
making an Example of one, or more of that Sort 
of Men whoſe narrow Minds, and hideous 
Tempers diſpoſe them to be the Enemies of all 
of that Stamp. He ought to be very careful that | 5. 
his Judgment be impartial and well grounded * 
of the Neceſſity of the ſevere Method he takes Na 
to his own Defence; and that he does not pro- For 
ſecure it any farther, or in any greater Degree, Di 
than he needs muſt. | A 


"Tis no Objection to any Part of what hath _ 
been advanced, that the Paſſion of Anger is im- | ® * 
Planted in us; which it cannot be denied to be. 1 
But what is this natural Affection? Tis a Senſe 55 
of Injuries, exciting and impelling us to inflit | ©" 
Smart on the Authors of them. And very wiſely J n 
has Divine Providence armed us with it. Were ri 
we deſtitute of it, too many of us, for Want of | © 
Reflection, of ſelfiſh, and a great Variety of in 
much better, and more lovely Tempers, would - 
much too often decline the Expence and Trou- 1 
ble, and diſagreeable Task of neceſſary Proſecu- * 
tions; and correcting our Children; and ſo en- 1 


courage many more, and much greater Outrage f : f. 
on our Perſons, our Properties, and Lives; ad - 
miſerably diſcharge, certainly, one of the moſt | 
engaging Truſts repoſed in us by God's Pro- 
vidence, and be guilty of the moſt fatal, and 
irreparable Injuries of thoſe who are, and the 
ought to be moſt dear to us. And they are, wk 
I am perſuaded, the Apprehenſions of rouſ- L. 
ing this Principle, and ſuffering terrible Conle-J Rey. 
LO N 
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quences of it, that are a greater Check and 
Reſtraint on very many aſperſing and ſlanderous 
Tongues, than any other. And were there no 
other Uſe of it than only this, the implanting it 
in human Nature muſt be acknowledged a very 
great Bleſſing. And therefore any Doctrine 


{| which tends to deſtroy and root it out of our 


Nature, or does not allow any proper Occafion 
on which it may be exerted, muſt not only be 
falſe, but ought to be exploded with much 


Diſapprobation of it, as of a very baleful In- 


fluence, and pernicious Conſequences. But ſurely 
no Prejudice of this Sort can be imagined to lie 
againſt that of my Text. It is moſt friendly to 
this Paſſion, and highly promotive of the ſeveral 
Ends which Providence deſigns by it. For then 
muſt it needs be right, and of moſt Uſe, when 
tis rightly directed and regulated, and circum- 
ſcribed within its due Bounds. And this is the 
genuine Effect, and immediate Conſequence of 
this Precept with Regard to it. This Precept 
does not gainſay bur we may have a proper 
and becoming Feeling, and Senſe of Injuries ; 
only it will not ſuffer us to be provoked by them 


to any Hatred, or IIl-Will towards the Authors 
of them: And Reſentment, of itſelf, muſt never 


b much as be a Motive to our animadverting 
on them; nor muſt we ever, under the Influ- 


ence of ir, do any thing ſevere, but, exactly, for 


the Sake of, and in neceſſary Compliance with 
the genuine Ends of all human Puniſhment, and 
Animadverſion. | 
Let me not be miſunderſtood, as if I thought 
Revenge, or Vengeance, in the ſtrict Senſe of 
the Word, that is, ** of Demerit, = 
the 
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the End, and Reaſon of Puniſhment, was net 
taken, by Divine Providence, of certain Men 
both in this World, and the next. Human Na- 
ture, and natural and juſt Notions of the Divine, 
together with certain Puniſhments, clearly and 
undeniably taught in the Scriptures, are, with 
me, ſo many Demonſtrations that this is, at leaſt, 
ſometimes the Caſe. And it ſome Men will be 
Objects of this Puniſhment, this Puniſhment 
of them muſt needs be Matter of Acquieſcence 
and Complacency to all thoſe to whom they, and 
It are ſufficiently aſcertained. Nevertheleſs, 


IT. The Duty explained is firmly founded 
both in Reaſon, and Scripture. Should we know 
that our Enemy was an Obje& of Revenge, yet 
the proſecuting and inflicting of it would not 
belong to us. No, Vengeance is God's Prero- 
gative. Ir is his only, whoſe Creatures all Men 
are, who 1s their Maſter, and to whom alone 
they ſtand, or fall ; and who alone has the Wik 
dom to know their Demerit, and its exact De- 
gree; with perfect Equity and Power to qualify 
him for giving it, preciſely, its Due. h 
| Nay we are not only guilty of horrible Rebel- 
lion, and, as it were, wreſt God's Prerogative 
out of his Hand ; or, to ſpeak more properly, 
aſſume to Ourſelves to be God, whenever ve 
preſume to inflict Revenge upon any Enemy; 
bur if we ſo much as cenſure or judge any one; 
or are willing (which implies a Sentence) that 
he ſhould ſuffer it; for this is directly contrary, 
if not to Juſtice, yet, at leaſt, to Goodnels, 
which muſt needs determine and incline every 
intelligent Being's Underſtanding, and Wil 


( I5 ) 


againſt any one's undergoing Vengeance but the 


incorrigible and incurable; which who bur 
God alone can diſcern any Man to be? Or if 
we ſhould ſuppoſe (what ſeems to me a very 
great Abſurdity) that God may infli& ſome 
temporal Calamities on ſome Men, who have 
not hardened themſelves beyond all Hopes of 
reclaiming, in Puniſhment of their Demerit, and 
rot with a View to their Good, and as loving 
Chaſtiſements of them; yet we ſhould be as in- 
capable of knowing theſe, as we are the others. 
And will we then be ſo daring, and impious, 
s ever to judge any one? Hear what the 
great Apoſtle of the Gentiles faith of Himſelf : 
What have I to do to judge thoſe that are without 2 
They that are not within the Pale of the Church, 
ne not Objects of Eccleſiaſtical Animadverſions, 
and therefore not being a Civil Superior, or 
Magiſtrate, and beſide Civil and Eceleſiaſtical 
ſntences there being no other than thoſe pri- 
rate Judgments difcourſing of, an inſpired 
Apoſtle, and one of the very higheſt in the 
Gorernment of the Church, univerſally diſclaims 
il judging of any but thoſe ſubje& to the Re- 
men whoſe End is the ſaving of Souls. Hear 
and tremble, nay and abhor yourſelves, ye that 
xe uncharitable and revengeful ! How can ye 
be ſo abſurdly, ſo fooliſhly wicked and cruel ! 
The Man you burn with Revenge againſt 

my, for what you can pretend to believe to the 
contrary, be at the Bottom ſuch an one, as that 
dotwithſtanding his preſent Diſpoſition towards 
jou, he may ſoon quite alter, and, to ſay all in 


* 1 Cor. v. 12. 
C 2 one 


f 
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one Word, become himſelf, and your eternd | 


Well-Wiſher and Friend. 

Our Enemy often is, or, at leaſt, for what we 
know to the contrary, may be a worthy Man, 
and of an irreprehenſible Conduct and Behar. 
our, except with Regard to Us in the Inſtances 
which make us uneaſy, Shall we then be & 

artial to, ſuch unreaſonable Lovers of Our. 
We as, in Spite of all his other good Qualities, 
and Actions, to hate and malign him for his 
Miſconduct with Regard to Us? If he be ſuch a 
Man, nay let him be what he will, 'tis great 
Odds but either we have done him ſome Injury, 
or eiſe, either thro' his own pitiable Weabnel 
or unhappy Temper, or the Miſrepreſentation 
of others, or our own Indiſcretion, he miſappre- 
hends us to have done. And muſt not we be 
very perverſe and fooliſh to incur the Sin df 
Revenge againſt a Man that is our Enemy either 
by ſ-me Fault of ours, or his Miſtake, but really 
loves Us, the Man that we indeed are, ora 
leaſt the Man that we ought to be? — Ot 
tho' we were ſure that it was ſolely our Merit, 


and his Want of it that has provoked his horr- 
ble Temper to his Treatment of us? 


This would be to be an Enemy to Ourſelves, 
and is the only Way for us to ſuffer any real 
Harm, which it is not in the Power of the 
worſt Enemy a Man can have to-do him. For 
every ſpiteful Action that any Man commits 
2gainit any of us, is one of thoſe Events which 
the All-ruling Providence intends, and wil 
contribute to our Gocd and Happineſs, in all 
Probability, in this Life, taking all the Parts of 
it together, moſt certainly in it and the next, 

conſidered 


(17) 
conſidered as a Whole, if our Faults, of whick 
one of the greateſt that we can be guilry of, is 
the Sin of Revenge, do not diſſappoint it. 1 

Shall then ſuch powerful Reaſons not enable 
us to bear down and conquer the ſtrongeſt Im- 
pulſes of Paſſion? Which, however forcible, and 
domineering it may be, yet is Reaſon its rightful 
Lord and Maſter, and has by Nature the Go- 
vernment, and Power over it. And there is 
hardly any End of the Conſiderations that offer 
themſelves to its Aſſiſtance. To mention a few 
e. a 

We may conſider the great Uſe that may be 
nade of the Provocations an Enemy gives us, 
to exerciſe and improve our Patience, in order 
to its having its perfect Work, and that we may 
le perfect and intire, wanting nothing. —— That 
if we cannot make a Friend of him one Way, 
re may, very likely, ſerve ourſelves of him ano- 
ther, and make Uſe of his Malice to diſcover in 
Qurſelves ſuch Vices and Faults, as, without 
the Favour and Benefit of it, our Self-Love and 
Friends would hinder us from ſo much as ſuſ- 
petting ourſelves of. And there is hardly any 
nore obvious Fact, than that he, generally, is 
the beſt and moſt accompliſhed Perſon, who hath 
made much good Uſe both of many Friends, 
ad many Enemies. 

Our Reaſon is the ſuperior and excellent Part 
> our Compoſition. It is that which differences 
ws, at leaſt, in any valuable Reſpe&, from mere 
Animals. And will we then renounce and diſ- 
ard this noble Prerogative and Diſtinction of 


James 14. 


1 


our 
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our Nature? Will we yield Ourſelves up to 
Inſtinct, to the blind and reaſonleſs Impulſes of 
the Paſſions, and let that Part of us which is 
common to us with theſe Creatures, uſurp upon 
our Reaſon, and engroſs more than belongs to it 


of us ? So far as we do this, we brutify Our- 


ſelves. And certainly of all the Kinds, the very 
worſt is the wilful Brute. | 

- Nay, but Revenge is not only the moſt brutiſh 
of all the Paſſions. It is even the Rage and 
Fury, the Diſtraction, a principal Ingredient in 
the Compoſition of the Fiends of Hell. And 
worthy is it of poſſeſſing the Breaſts of the moſt 
degenerate and curſed of Beings, whether Angels 
or Men. 


“ The Deſign of Revenge is a Fury and 
It puts the Spirits 


Torment in our Boſoms. 
< into unnatural Fermentations, and Tumults, 


© Whoever meditates it is always reſtleſs, his 


© very Soul is ſtung, ſwells, and boils, and is 
ein Pain and Anguiſh, hath no Eaſe, no Enj 12 
&* ment of itſelf ſo long as this Paſſion reigns 
From whence it is, that Revenge, if it be per- 
fectly accompliſhed, ſeems ſweer for a Moment, 
becauſe it diſcharges its Perpetrators of thoſe” 
Peſts and Deſtroyers of their Peace and Enjoy- 
ment of themſelves; only indeed a certain Ac- 


quieſcence, and ſome ſmall Pleaſure is connected 


with the obtaining any Paſſion or Deſire. But J. 


now ſurely all this is a poor and ſorry Amends, 


for the long excruciating Pains it puts us to. 


Beſides that it is much abated and deſtroyed by 
the odious diſguſting Nature of the Action, when 


* Tillotſon, 1 
| ig 
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b to eis committed, and Reflections on it afterwards; 
s of attended with thoſe ſtinging Compunctions, and 


h is cutting Remorſes which hardly ever, or never 
Pon re disjoined from them. Or however, that 


Jur- whom it has not all theſe Effects. 
very so that the Man who meditates Revenge is 
ndeed ſure to execute it, but it is on Himſelf. 


aiſh He is frequently forced to renounce Pleaſures, 


and J d Advantages, and embrace Misfortunes and 
or Unhappineſſes to put himſelf into a Situation to 
ad Tannoy his Enemy. And is he then ſure of com- 
maſſing his End upon him? When the Arms of 
gels : 
Malice and Paſſion are out, and eager to execute 
Jtheir Wielder's Purpoſes, and Hoſtilities com- 
nenced, is it certain to which Side Skill, or per- 


dis Ade Victory? And if he loſes it, how cruelly 
FPS 1 the Strokes he aimed againſt his Adverſary 
© uu on his own Head? together with the Shame 
WW; of his Defeat, and one cannot tell how many 
other Damages. Sure are the Reputations of 
fr” both to ſuffer many mortal Stabs; nor may he 
perhaps ever ſee the End of giving, and receiv- 
ng, often with large Intereſt, Affronts and irre- 
parable Injuries. | 

Our Reaſon then we ſee, beſides its own na- 
aral Strength and Superiority, may excite, and 
eforce itſelf by, many Paſſions againſt this irra- 
tonal Inſtint, and animal Paſſion, Revenge. 
he Man who never attempts, never deſigns 
Revenge, has not only the Honour of preſerving 
b far the Dignity of his Nature, and being 
traly rational, and human, maugre, perhaps, 


” kong Temptations, and vehement Impulſes — 
5 the 


Inuſt be a very black and odious Nature, on 


ng haps the greater Villainy, or Chance may give 
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the contrary.— He is not only happy in the 
pleaſing Refle&ion of the Excellency and Comfon 


of ſuch a Conqueſt over his lower Se't, his fen-] 


ſual Appetites ; — and the general Re ſpect and 
Eſteem of Mankind ; all wiſhing him well, and 


being ever ready to ſerve him; efpecially if he 


conducts this Virtue with Diſcretion ; and the 
Want of that, we know, tarniſhes, and almoſt 
annihilates any good Quality whatever, — But 
very often he ſubdues even his Adverſary himſelf 
by his Kindneſs ; a pleaſing, ſure, and glorious 
Conqueſt !-— and generally the beſt Friend i 
Man can have, and the moſt ready and zealous to 
ſerve him on every Occaſion, is a reconciled 
Enemy. 5 
I cannot think I flatter myſelf when, in Con- 
*ſequence of what hath been ſaid, I am perſuaded 
every one muſt clearly perceive, that there can- 
not poſlibly be the leaſt Ground, or Reaſon for 
any Man's revenging himſelf, but that ever to 
attempt it, is both exceeding wicked and fooliſh, 
And conſequently we muſt love, and be ready to 
ſerve our Enemy as explained, and ſtated under 


the firſt Head, if there are any Reaſons for doing I, 


It, and in complete Proportion to them. 


I will briefly lay ſome of the Principal of theſe I 


before you. 


We had all, both Friends, and Enemies, the] 
ſame Original ;— all partake of the ſame com-JD 
mon Nature ;— are compoſed of the ſame Ee-Ji 


ments; conſiſt of Body and Soul; have 
the ſame Faculties of both: Are born aſtet 


the ſame Manner ;-— continue in the ſame com- 
mon State; — and again return into the fame} « 


Maſs;—— out of which we were taken IY 
| the 
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be Hands of the ſame common Lord and Crea? 
n the tor of us all. 

mfon] We had all the ſame Parents; — were in- 
s ſen-| rolred in the ſame original Guilt ; —— and the 
X and | fame Ruin: — All too often actually tranſgreſs 
, and againſt one another; — and againſt our common 
if be ] Lord ;— and are reconciled, and reſtored to 
d the | his Favour by the ſame Saviour and Redeemer. 
ilmoſt J Thus related, and thus like, in all theſe ſeveral 
But] Inſtances, and very many more, is every Man to 
his Enemy, tho' he ſhould ſtand in no ſpecial 
Relation to him, as of Fellow-Citizen, Neigh- 
bour, Relation, or the like. : 

Nor can, in all Probability, any of Us ever 
hare any Enemy, but what profeſles the ſame 
holy Name, Chriſt Jeſus, that we do; and has 
with us oe, Hope of his Calling; one Lord; one 
Faith; one Barr *: and is united with us under 
the fame Head into one Body; and we are every 
ime Members of one another t. And whether one Mem- 
ler ſuffers, all the Members Juffer with it, or one 
Member be honoured, all the Members rejoice with it **, 
This is actually the Caſe in the Natural Body, 
wich ſhews us our correſpondent Duty in the 
Chriſtian Myſtical, and will condemn our Wola- 
tion of it. Theſe, beſide a great Variety of other 
Reaſons, exiſt in our-Enemies, and Qurlelves for 
our loving, and being ready to ſerve them. 

But moreover, he whoſe Will conſtitutes our 
Duty, ſtrictly requires and enjoins that we per- 
brm this. To 

To God is owing all our Love of every Kind : 
ut our Love of Benevolence we cannot pay him 

ay other Way, than by a hearty Zeal to promote 


- Eph, iv. . 1 1 5. * Cor. xii. 26. 
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his Honour and Service, and being the Friends | aga 


all Mankind, and not only loving thoſe who lote 
us; which is to do no more than Sinners and Pub. 
| licans do: it is doing nothing for God's Sake. 

If any Man, eſpecially any great Man, ſhould 
have a mighty Reſpe& and Affection for us, and 
confer upon us ſome great and laſting Favour; 
what Monſters ſhould we juſtly be eſteemed, if 
we were not filled with Gratitude and Love, and 
overflowed with good Wiſhes, and needed Ser- 
vices, that it was in our Power, and Jay in our 


Way, to perform to any that are near and dear 
to him? But the Almighty God, the Creator, 
Preſerver, and Lord and Governor of the World, 
3s the ſole (real) Author of all that we are, and 
have, and ever ſhall be, and enjoy: "To Him ar 
ou ing our Capacity of Happineſs, and all ou 
paſt and preſent Bleſſings, all our future unſpeal- 
ably, inconceivably great and glorious Hopes and 
Expectations. And are not all Men, whether 
they are our Friends, or our Enemies, nearly 
related to, and extremely beloved by Him? And 
will we then malign and proſecute, will we not 
love, and be ready, on Occaſion, to ſerve any d 
his fo dear Children, if he happens to be our 
Enemy ? | 
Is it not our Honour, and our Duty, and ought 
to be our great Ambition, Paſſion, and Pleaſure, 
to be like the Pattern of all Excellency and bei- 
fection, our God? And does not he make his Su 
to riſe on the Evil, and on the Good, and ſend Rain i 
the Juſt, and on the Unjuſt? i. e. on his Friends 
and on his Enemies. | ; 
| Nay, when we were ell his inveterate Enemies, 
in à State of confirm'd hereditary * 
"BIP | agal 


ends of aga 


10 lore 
d Pub- 
ke. 

ſhould 
8, and 
avour; 
ned, il 


e, and 
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inſt him, continually flying in his Face, in- 
fulring and provoking him to the laſt Degree, 
eren then did he ſend his Son out of his Boſom 
to become an infirm Man, God to be a Servant, 
in Order to ſuffer the utmoſt Shame and Miſery, 
and the moſt ignominious Death, to reconcile us 
to him, and purchaſe for us everlaſting Glory and 
Happineſs. And ſhall we not imitate his Good- 
neſs? Will we not /ove our Brethren, as Chriſt 
bath loved us? If we do not, he will difclaim us, 
and not ſo much as acknowledge us to be his 
Diſciples. He has expreſly told us; by this fhal 
al Men know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye have 
Love one for another * ; i. e. the Love juſt men- 
tioned, and of which he had ſer them the Exam- 
ple. Nay, This was one of the laſt Injunctions 
he gave, and often repeated to his Diſciples in 
that divine Exhortation he made to them, juſt 
before he entred on the bloody Scene of his 
" Paſſion ; twas the great Direction he left with 
them, when he himſelf was leaving the Worldf.” 

Oh! let us then ſeriouſly think of theſe Things ! 
— Let us take Advantage of the preſent holy 
Seaſon, wherein we are commemorating his long 
Faſting, and the great Hardſhips he — 
underwent, during it, for Our Sakes, to impre 
them more deeply, and lay them up more effectu- 
ally in our Hearts. Everlaſtingly undone is every 
One of us that muſt ſtand or fall by the Rigour 
of unrelenting Juſtice : And what Title to, what 
Hopes can he have of Mercy himſelf, who is not 
full of it rowards others ? Is it poſſible any Man 
can entertain ſo much as a Thought, as a Wiſh, 


that God will forgive him, i. e. till he is abſolutely 
D 2 incurable, 


John xiii. 35. 1 4trerbury, 
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incurable, not hate, or intend him any Harm, 
but love, and inflict nothing on him that is for 
the preſent diſagreeable, but in Kindneſs, and 
for the Sake of his Reformation and Good, and 
earneſtly deſire, and contribute all that can, in 
Reaſon, be expected, to his repenting, and be- 
coming an Object of actual complete Pardon and 
Acceptance; if he does not forgive all his Ene- 
mies, i. e. does not judge them, but charitably 
hope, that even the very worſt, and wickedeſt of 
them may {till not be incorrigible, and Objects of 
Vengeance ; and accordingly not hate, or injure, 
but love, and be ready to ſerve them? He will, 
it is moſt certain, miſerably be diſappointed, if 
he doth. God does indeed in the preſent Life 
ſhower down, even on ſuch a Wretch, many Bleſ- 
ſings : But all that he hath, or rather ſeems to 
have,he ſhall ſurely find, at the great and final Day 
of Accounts, taken from him. Ir is doing a very 
great Diſhonour to our Saviour and his Merits, 
not to be fully convinced, and act as if we were 
thoroughly ſatisfied, that he will not fo proſtitute 
them as to apply them to the covering of our re- 
pented of Sins, but upon the neceſſary Condition 
that we ſhew the ſameMercy to whoſoever offends 
againſt us. And what has he not done effectually 
to impreſs this great and important, to Qurlſelves, 
Truth on our, conſtant Attention and Regard ? 
He nas commanded us conſtantly, as we pray, t 
ſay ; Forgive us our Debts as we forgive our Debtors*. 
For, ſaith he exprefly, if ye forgive Men their 
Trefpaſſes, your heavenly Father will al 0 forgive you. 
But if ye forgive not Men their Treſpaſſes, neither wil 
your Father forgive your Treſpaſſes f. Th 


Matt. vi. 12. ö 1 16 3 5. 
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This Duty not, in the leaſt, infringing our 
Right of Self-Deſence, or human Puniſhment, 
dut ſometimes requiring even this latter, and 


erer laying any other Reſtraint upon it, than 


only rightly directing, and aſſigning its Bounds, 
by which Means it better, and more effectually 
anſwers its Ends, it cannot be pretended to be 
contrary to the general Good, or Self-Preſerra- 
tion. Ir is very far from it. Revenge is gene- 
rally, I had almoſt ſaid, always, the prineipal 
Cauſe of thoſe Quarrels and Animoſities which 
but too frequently infeſt, and, in a great Mea- 
ſure, deſtroy the Peace and Tranquillity of Neigh- 
hours, Relations, Acquaintance, Friends; and 
often draw Conſequences after them that are 
horrible even to relate. How often has this ae- 
curſed Principle troubled, and laid waſte Cities, 
Countries, and deluged in Blood and unſpeakable 
Calamities, Kingdoms, Nations? It does not 
ſend, or preferve Peace on Earth; nor only, by 
is genuine Effect, make Nation riſe againſt Na- 
tion, and Kingdom againſt Kingdom, and raiſe 
Famine; Peſtilence, and Slaughter, to tyran- 
nize, and make lamentable Havock in All Lands; 
but makes a Man to be at Variance againſt his 
Father, and the Daughter againſt her Mother; 
and the Daughter-in-Law 8 aro" her Mother- 
in-Law ; and how often has it ſheathed Coufin's, 


Brother's, and Father's and Son's Swords in one 


another's Bowels? The Truth is, the contrary 
Virtue of Forgiveneſs of Provocations, and Ene- 
mes, is mote'exerciſed, and the little (compara- 
tively- ſpeaking) Peace and Quiet, and good 
Neighbourhood that there is in the World owes 
more to it, than, perhaps, on a careleſs View of 
Mankind, 
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Mankind, one might be apt to imagine. Offences | ! 
do, and cannot but be expected, thro' Ignorance | © 
and Inadvertence, and Men's Luſts and Paſſions, | tt 
and the frequent interfering of them, to happen | al 
almoſt dayly : but if Mankind were much more | fa 
forgiving, and a great Part of them came much | be 
nearer to a ſtrict Obſervance of the excellent . 
Precept of my Text than they do, the Face of | be 
Things would be altered unſpeakably for the | ki 
better, and we ſhould with much more uninter- | pr 
rupted Satisfaction and Content, enjoy Ourſelves 
and one another, and all the Bleſſings that are | po 
in our Poſſeſſion, and Power. But if all Men, | fre 
univerſally, would be of that divine Temper of 
which it is the ſupreme, and lovelieſt Iſſue, and 
completely practiſe it, we ſhould ail be as happy, 
as the Imperfection and Frailty, and many un- 
avoidable Caſualties of the preſent State wil 
admit of. Then not only every Man's Boſom 
would almoſt be an Heaven, but this Earth not 
very conſiderably inferior to that delightful, and 
unmoleſted, by Pain, or Trouble, or any Uneaſi- 
neſs, of any Kind, Habitation, Paradiſe, from 
whence we were driven into it. | 

I am perſuaded this Duty hath been ſuffici- 
ently explained, proved, enforced, and recom- 
mended to your Judgment, and Practice: And 
_ is a ſure Foundation laid, whereupon, it 

e 


Third, and laſt Place, firmly to ere& the great 
Excellency, and certain Truth of the Chriſtian 
Religion. But there being a famous Obje@io! 
of the Adverſaries of our Faith, and of Them 
ſelves, againſt this Concluſion, I will begin my 

| EN removin 


( 27 ) 


removing it. They confidently prejudge, and 
| condemn our holy Religion on this very Account, 


that it pretends to have any peculiar Excellency, 


and be of any Advantage to its Profeflors : For, 


ſay they, was that the Caſe, it ought not to have 
been deferred till more than Four 'Thouſand 
Years after the Beginning of the World ; nor 
been communicated to ſo ſmall a Part of Man- 
kind as it has been propoſed to ſince it was firſt 
promulged. . .- 

As I have put it, this Objection is not indeed 
pointed againſt, but I believe it certainly ſprung 
from, and ſtill exiſts, principally, in Virtue of a 


{| certain Miſtake, that I ſhall therefore, previous 
to directly anſwering it, prove has not the leaſt 


Foundation in God's Word; but directly the 
contrary. It is true, we are there aſſured, that 
there is no other Name by which any Man can 
be ſaved, but Jeſus Chriſt. But then the ſame 
infallible Oracle repreſents him as the Lamb 
flain from the Foundation of the World, a full, 

rfe&, and ſufficient Sacrifice for the Sins of all 


ankind : Aid does not condemn all the Hea- 


thens that lived before this divine Perſon, the 
Captain, and Author of our Salvation, ſet up 
his Standard of Chriſtianity, and invited all 
Nations, and all Men to it, nor any of thoſe 
Men fince, to whoſe Ears and Underſtandings 


this Summons was never — conveyed, 
e 


for not obeying, and joining themſelves to it. 


Directly the Reverſe. When St. Paul had ex- 


poled the profound Ignorance in which the 
Athenians, and the Heathen World had lain of 
tue true God, and Religion; he expreſly aſſures 


them, 
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them, that the Times. of this Ignorance God had 
winked at. But when the Jews were to be go Thi 
longer God's peculiar People, but the Gentile theſ 
were to be aſſociated with them in the ſame J. 
near Relation to him: And when accordingly judi 
the Apoſiles were ſent forth to all Parts of the | tl 
Earth to fetch Men in without Exception, thro 
armed with the Power of Miracles to flaſh Con- de 
viction in their Faces, and God's Spirit attend- | \ 
ing their Preaching and Exhortations, to compel 
them to accept his Invitation to the Feaſt of 
the Lamb, if they refuſed they were to be ſlain: Y. 
All who would not, by this Means, be prevailed d 
upon to repent, and embrace the Faith, were to 
be:deftrayed. St. Paul's Words are: And the Tine 
of this Jgnerauce God wind at; but now con- 
mandeth ail Alen every where to repent : Becauſe le 
hath appointed a Day in the which he will judge Jeſu 
the World in Righteouſneſs, by that Man whom be at 
hath: ordained; whereof he hath given Aſurane Merc 
unt a Men in that,he hath raiſed him from the 
dend t. Go ye, ſaid our Saviour to his Apoſtles, 
and the firſt Propagators of the Faith, into al 
the Morld, and preach the Goſpel to every Creature. 
He. that believeth and is baptized ſhall be ſaved, but 
he that believeth. not ſhall be damned ff. That is, he fr 
all thoſe. Men to whom they ſhould preach, and 
, prove, by the ſeyeral Powers given them, the 

Goſpel, muſt receive and cbey it, or. ſuffer this f 
juſt Sentence. And, by Parity of :Regſon, all Retion 
Men after their Time, to whom it ſhall dhe I" 1 


1 ſully, and beyond reaſonable Exception, evinged: 4 


* Aftsavii. ge. 1＋ Anti es . 5 4 1 
11 Matt. xvi, 15, 16. : 7, _ 
| | 1. . e A. 


That is, as it is almoſt needleſs to obſerve, in both 
theſe Caſes, generally, and abſtracting from ſuch 
and ſuch Weakneſſes of Underſtanding, and Pre- 
judices, of which, and their Power, God alone 
z the Judge. In one Word, there is no Paſſage, 
throughout the whole New Teſtament, that, if 
xe will attend to the Context, and the Occaſion 
on which the Words were ſpoken, or written, 
ind every other neceſſary Circumſtance, ſo much 
s ſeems to contradid& that golden Canon uttered 
by our Saviour; That to whomſoever much is 
wen, of. him ſhall much be required * which is, 
nother Words, that of every Man ſhall be ex- 
rected in Proportion to his Opportunities and 
abilities, all Things, both internal, and external, 
conſidered. Heavenly Doctrine! And bleſſed 
Ju, thou eternal Word, and Reaſon, worthy 
> thee! God, 1 beſeech him, of his infinite 
Mercy, through thy All-ſufficient Merits, pardon 
vhoever have caſt the contrary Imputation on 
thee, and on thy Word and Doctrine; for 
lurely whether they were of thy Friends, or 
Enemies, they knew not what they did! 


Reaſon then and Revelation do both give us 


the fulleſt Aſſurance, that Happineſs, or Miſery, 
n general, is equally the Lot of all Mankind: I 
nean that all have it equally in their Power to 
void the one, and obtain the other. What Ob- 
Ron then is it to our Religion, that it is the 
wſt perfect, and the beſt that ever was? Can 
Man pretend to the Character of a free, or 
partial, unprejudiced, Thinker, and eſteem it 
ny? I might put this Perſon on proving, on 
Inciples that we muſt neceſlarily allow, that 
de Advantages this Religion is of to thoſe Ages 


Luke xii. 48, 
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and Nations to whom it has been communicated, 


do not terminate in this Life; and that after 


this ſhort momentary Duration, which, in Com- 


pariſon of our next eternal, is as nothing, Men 


ſhall not enjoy Stations and Degrees of Happi— 
neſs, not in Proportion to the Opportunities and 
Talents entruſted to them, but to the Uſe they 


make of what they have received, be it more, 


or leſs: And do we ſee no other temporary Ad- 


vantages that one Man enjoys above another? 


Are all Mortals, young, and old, of all Ages, 
all Climates, and Conditions, and in all Ranks, 
and Stations, exactly on a Level, equally, at all 


Times, excellent and fortunate by Nature, and 


Acquiſition, or the Power and Opportunities of 
obtaining in the fame high Degree, not to ſay 
the Goods of Fortune and the Body, of the Mind, 
and all the Virtues of every Kind, if the Chri- 
ſtian Religion be not true, and ſo does not put 
any Difference between ſome, and others in this 
Reſpect ? Is then every Man, or at leaſt might be, 
if he would, a Virgil, or an Homer; a Tully, or a 
Demoſthenes ; a Socrates, a Plato, an Ariſtotle? Does 
the natural Word, and its prodigiouſly varied 
Uniformity, and ſo, beyond Expreſſion, beautiful 
and affecting Mechaniſm? Does the {till more 
complicated, and wonderfully ſimple, and varied, 
more ſtriking, more raviſhing intelle&ual, and 
moral Worid, equally lie open to the Apprehen- 
ſion, and the Diſcovery of every individual Man? 
Are ail equal Maſters of themſelves, and other 
Men, by their Reaſon, by their Eloquence ? | 
all God's rational Creation equally beauti 
and pleaſing, without any Shades? Are there 00 
Foils to ſet off, and heighten the more graceſul 
Parts? Is Mankind a ſtrange Monſter wa 8 
J. 
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Body, or any Member except a Head? And 


which in the very firſt Period, and Inſtant of its 
Exiſtence was full grown and perfect? This, 
ſurely, is ſtrange Doctrine ! 


I allow our Adverſaries that there not only is, 


bur always will be great Differences among 
Men, and that the Advantages with Reſpect to 
Religion, and Virtue, conferred on ſome be- 
yond others in the preſent State, will produce 
correſpondent Fruits in the next. Will this, ar 
all, help their Objection? If it could not be 
anſwered any other Way, the very Stones would 
cry out againſt it, and the whole inanimate 
Creation loudly, with one Voice, pronounce its 
Shame, and Condemnation. What haſt thou, O 
Man, that thou haſt not received? And who 
made thee to difter from Us? Why, all Crea- 
tures, once, Were in the ſame Stare, all alike 
Nothing: and not contented with thy own 
Lot, or that of the meaneſt of thy Brethren, 
to whom not only the ſolid Globe of the Earth 
ye tread upon, affords a ſtable Support, and 
furniſhes all Neceſſaries, and ſo many Conveni- 
encies and Delights; and the bright Luminaries 
af Heaven give Light, and conduce to, and 

ſupply ſo many other Bleſſings; but alſo for 
Whoſe Sake ſo many other Sorts of Animals 

vere made, and are your Servants; and Hea- 

ren itſelf, and God's Arms are open to receive 

jou; doſt thou abuſe thoſe noble Powers, with 
hich he has peculiarly bleſſed thy Species, of 

Reaſon, and Speech, to argue againſt, and re- 

proach his Providence, that he has diſtinguiſhed 

bme of you from others by his gracious Goſpel ? 

And wilt thou deny that he has conferred this 


Fayour on ſome Men, if he has not on all? 
| | E 2 Purſue 
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Purſue this Argument as far as it will go, and 
neceſſarily leads. That is, deny that there are 
any ſuch Creatures as Angels, or pure unbodied 
| Spirits, unleſs not only You, but unleſs every 
Shrub, every Grain of Sand, and earthly Parti 
cle be of that Kind ; nay unleſs God has exhauſted 
his creative Power, and in the very firſt Inſtant, 
we might ſay, from all Eternity, produced a 
many the moſt excellent Creatures that can 
poſſibly be, as he has the Phyſical Power of 
making Beings at all. 

I ſhould think this Objection ſhould put you 
in Mind of an Obſervation that Tully, as Ire- 
member it is, has ſomewhere made, That there 
is nothing ſo abſurd, but ſome or other Philoſo- 


pher has aſſerted it, For, ſurely, what provoked 
this learned, and knowing Man to this Expreſ- 


ſion could not, one would think, be near fo abſurd 
as this wild Poſition, that God could not give ſome 
Men, in Point of Virtue and Happineſs, rvafily 
the Advantage both here, and hereafter, over 
others. Is there not great Reaſon to think that 
a Taſte for, and Deſire of Variety is a fixed 
natural Affection in all intelligent Beings, by 
many Sorts of whom, ſuperior to the human, 
we are conſtantly beheld 2 But how miſerabiy 
would it be diſappointed, how diſguſted, was 
there that undiverſified Sameneſs in Men, either 
in this World, or the next, which is contended 
for in the Objection? No, be aſſured, that in 
God's Houſe there are many Manſions ; and 
that our Race will conſtantly not only be diſtri- 
buted into every poſſible Rank down, through 
the whole Species, from the next Degree to 
Angels, to the very Verge of the Sort of Beings 
immediately below us; but that alſo every * 

0 
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of theſe Orders will be filled with all the Variety 
it can admit of, | 
And as we are firſt Infants, and through the 
ſeveral intermediate States, Men; ſo did we ar- 
rive by ſeveral Degrees or Ages, at this manly, 
and perſect Religion, the Chriſtian. And by a 
ke beautiful Analogy to the Conſtitution and 
Courſe of Nature, the Shadow of the Law made 
its Appearance before, gave Notice of, and 
uſhered in the Subſtance of the Goſpel. And in 
like Manner the Law was a School-maſter to 
train Men up to this finiſhed, and perſect State. 
Pride, I know, and Envy, or the like, may 
make a Man guilty of repining at the Superiority 
of many other Men to himſelf, in the preſent 


| State, as it would at that of nobler Beings, were 


he as converſant with them ; the very higheſt of 
which are like, or of the ſame Nature with him, 
in many Reſpe&s, tho' they differ from him in 
others; as is the Caſe of ſome Men with regard 
to other Men. Nay even that Root and Princi- 
ple of all Virtue, that which contains, and is 


indeed it; for every particular Inſtance of Virtue, 


is but the right Application of the Love of our 
Brethren (viz. for God's Sake) to the occurring 
Occaſion; Benevolence, through a Want of at- 
tending to the Impreſſion of Variety in our Na- 


ture, and through Ignorance of many other 


Matters, or the like, may ſometimes inſpire the 
beſt of Men with a Wiſh, and fervent Deſire, 
that Providence had more amply provided for 
ſome Men and Nations than Experience ſeems 


to inform us it hath. But in Heaven, where no 


perverſe, or oblique Thing can be, and all Igno- 
rance, and Error will be done away, the Caſe 
vill be vaſtly altered. There we ſhall find our 

rightly 
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rightly diſpoſed Minds and Affections, and the 
State of Things ever perfectly to accord. Al 
will be, and appear right, and gratify us the 
beſt, and be the moſt entertaining and delightful. 
to us that can poſſibly either be, or be con- 
ceived : I mean not only that we ſhall be the 
beſt pleaſed that we poſſibly could, as with every 
Thing elſe, ſo with that very Subordinatiny 
there will be of one Claſs of Beings to others; 
but we ſhall alſo perfectly acquieſce, with tie 
moſt intire Complacency, in our own State, and 
Rank, and all its Circumſtances. And while 
every Perſon's Mind and Underſtanding is right. | 
ly, and ſufficiently informed and eniightened, 
his Deſires and Affections will, if I may ſo en- 
preſs myſelf, be exactly ſet to the Divine Will. 
He will love all his Brethren of every Kind, as 
himſelf, deſiring only, as for them, ſo for him- 
ſelf, and being perfectly content with, that 
very Degree of Bliſs that is aſſigned by God to 
each. Thus every Being that is ſo wiſe and 
happy as to gain a Poſſeſſion in Heaven, will 
enjoy the Lot of all the Bleſſed in Meaſures ex- 
actly proportioned to his Capacities and Deſires. 
And as theſe increaſe and enlarge, as, tis moſt 


probable, they conſtantly will, each Claſs of 
Men, as well as every other Sort of Beings, 
will ever be riſing, and taking the Places of 
the next Superior. Oh eternal God, what 
Things haſt thou prepared for thoſe that love thee! 
Things that neither Eye hath ſeen; nor Ear 


heard, nor hath it entered into Heart to conceive; © 
fuch Things as paſs Man's Underſtanding 
thy Goodneſs there is no End. 

Can there then be that Man that can think it 


unreaſonable, nay mult not every Man be firmly | þ 
| | perſuaded 
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rſuaded, that God's laſt Diſpenſation, the 
Chriſtian, would be the moſt excellent, and of 
the greateſt Advantage to its Profeſſors of any 
tat ever was? It certainly is, in particular, 
with Regard to the Duty that has been diſ- 
courſed of. Not but that it, beyond doubt, is 
2 Part of natural Religion. I have evinced, 
under my laſt Head, that it is firmly fixed in the 
Nature of Things, and Principles of natural 
Reaſon, as well as revealed. But is it not noto- 
nous how contrary it was both to the general 
practice, and Profeſſions of the Heathen World? 
Nay that even the acuteſt, and pureſt Moraliſts 
and Philoſophers among them, at leaſt before the 


| Light and Influence that was reflected on them 


from the Chriſtian World, never once completely 


] diſcovered it ſo much as in Speculation ? I will 


ire you one of the Paſſages a late celebrated 
Author, and Patron of the contrary Opinion 


bas alledged in Maintenance, and, as he ſeems 
| to apprehend, full Proof of it. It is taken from 
| Plato, who thus expreſſes himſelf, in this Author's 


Tranſlation. © Ir is right to have Mercy and 


* Compaſſion on him that is curable, that you 


"ſhould curb your Anger, and not carry any 
Thing in a womaniſh Manner obſtinately to 


1 © Extremity : but if a Perſon be wicked and ob- 
1 * ſtinate, intemperate and incurable, then in- 
1 * deed is Anger to be permitted towards him; 
for this Reaſon we ſay that a good Man 
1] ought always to be ready to forgive, as well 
as to be angry.” I think I may ſafely affirm, 


that the divine and meek Plato does, in theſe 


| Words, with much Preciſion and Accuracy, 
| ; Dr. Syke;'s Prin, and Connex. of Nat. and Rev. Religion, 
| |: 420, | | #4 X "4.4 


aſſign 
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proved above both from Reaſon and Revelation, 


that in certain Inſtances he directly allows of e 


Revenge. Indeed he erects the Duty of Forgire- 
neſs on its true Foundation; making Mercy and 
Compaſſion to be due to whoever is not incura- 
ble. But then he allows that Man, and the in- 
jured Party, may ſometimes judge his Enemy to 


be ſo; which he never can do without a horrid | 
Breach of the Chriſtian, and Moral Duty of 


Charity. And that having paſſed Sentence on 
him, as an incorrigible Wretch, he may infli& 
Revenge on him ; Revenge, not in the more looſe 
Senſe of the Word, wherein it barely ſignifies 
Puniſhment ; but ſtrictly ſpeaking, in the Notion 
of Vengeance, and as retributing Demerit. 
Bleſſed be God, who has hid theſe Things 


from the wiſe and prudent, and revealed them 
unto Babes. I ſay revealed them. For can any 
Man in his Senſes think that theſe illiterate Me- 
chanicks, and ſimple Men, our Saviour and his 
Apoſtles, by the natural Light of their own, 


Underſtanding, diſcovered ſo nice a Point, fo 
very exactly, that all the Wit and Penetration 
of ancient Greece and Rome failed to diſcern ? 


No. *T'was only the Divinity within them could 


ſufficiently enlighten their Minds, and diſpel thoſe 


dark and confounding Miſts, in which as rude Per- 


fons, and as Jeus they were miſerably involved. 
„Had they only truly ſtated, and aſcertained 


this one Duty to thoſe who heard them preach, 
Pty: | 4 


aſſign the utmoſt Extent that the beſt Heathens, ul 
before our Saviour's Time, did, or could be e- 
pected, on the Principles held by them, to aflign 
to the Duty of Forgiveneſs. And yet it is im- 
mediately obvious, on a Compariſon of what he I 
lays down with the true Idea of it, ſtated and 


And dt. lth * at att * 
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ſor read their Writings with Attention, it might 


truly have been ſaid, that the People which ſat in 


{Darkneſs ſaw great Light, and to them which ſat in 
ile Region and Shadow of Death Light is ſprung 
%. But this is but little in Compariſon of 
hat we owe to them even with Regard to this 
angle Precept. I will not now enter into a 
{thorny Diſpute, whether the Forgiveneſs co be 
{exerciſed on Goſpel-Principles, which is required 
Jof all Chriſtians, be a different Duty from the 
nerely moral Obligation, whoſe Matter is the 


nothing more plain and undeniable, than that 
the natural Tendency of theſe Principles is not 


only to make us more ſurely, and fully to per- 
form this Duty; but alſo greatly to exalt, and 
purify both our Nature, and it. And is not then 
Chriſtianity, beyond 
{only that we could diſcern nothing in it evidentiy 
and certainly contrary to Reaſon ; it would even 
then be founded, as on a Rock, in its external 
] Evidences, Prophecies, and Miracles. But the 
{Principles of Chriſtianity give the laſt Fini- 


eſtion, true? Suppoſing 


ſhing to the Excellency and Perfection both 
of our Duty, and our Nature in its preſent 
State. Whoever, by God's Grace, will tho- 
] roughly conſider, receive, and digeſt them, will 


be as pure and exalted, as it is poſſible for ſuch 


I: Being as he is in other Reſpects, to be. And 


fuch Principles as theſe, ſuch a Religion as this, 
Mankind was ſure, one Day, to have. Such a 
Religion as the Chriſtian God was ſure, in the 


] Fulneſs of Time, to give. We could not there- 
| fore reaſonably doubt, but that our holy Reli- 
gion is from God, and true, tho the Prophecies, 


ame. Admitting that it is not; there can be 
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and Miracles, in Virtue of which it claims Men's ].._ 


impartial Attention, and Aſſent, had been con- 
veyed with much leſs Certainty to us, than they 
are. 


Let us have, and expreſs a due, and neceſſary 


Senſe of the great Favour and Honour God has 
done us by calling us to the Profeſſion of Chriſti. 


Let us then ſhew our Faith by our Practice.“ 


anity, that delightful and happy Feaſt, of which el“ 


there will be no End, to which ſo many others 
are uninvited, by being Chriſtians indeed; by a J* 
faithful, and mos ardent Obedience to all his 
Commands, both Moral, and Chriſtian; eſpeci- 
ally that which our Redeemer has made the very 
Characteriſtic of our belonging to him, and preſſed 
again, and again, upon us, almoſt with his laſt 
Breath; and in Imitation of his dying for us, 
and ſaving us from the Death and Miſery our 
Enmity to, and Rebellion againſt him would elſe 
have drawn upon us. Then will he, when he 
appears in his Glory, not be aſhamed of us, but J. 
take eſpecial Notice of us, and do us eſpecial 
H nour, and We ſhall fit down and feaſt with 1% 
Al, aham, and Tlaac, in his Kingdom, and eter- 
nally blefs the Day that gave us the Opportuhity | 
to become his Diſciples. Other iſe we ſhall never : 
ceaſe to ament, and deplore Ourſelves, and this 


great Bleſſing which we ſhall have ſo abuſed and 


perverte:i into the faddeft Curſe upon us. And 
ſhall wich everlaſting Horror and Infamy, inthe ] 
Midſt of diſtinguiſhed Puniſhment, and Pains, I 
wiih tha: neitner Chriſt, nor Qurſelves had evet 
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APPENDIX. 


U Us before I enter on the ſecond Head of 


the preceding Diſcourſe, I lay down, that, 
on ſeveral Accounts, I cannot but be con- 


. Jrinced that Retribution of Demerit is the End 
' Jand Reaſon of many divine Puniſhments both in 
I this Life, and the next. I did not run this Po- 


ſition, or rather Conceſſion ; becauſe it was need- 


leſs; my Arguments, which I enter upon imme- 
{dately atter, evincing the Obligation we lie under 
to Forgiveneſs of all our Enemies without Exoep- 
tion, notuityſtanding the Truth of what I admit, 
or allow. And there is no qualified Reader ean 
I fail to diſcern that my Concluſion holds à fortiori, 
that Conceſſion being ſuppoſed not to be neceſ- 
Ifary, nor juſt. | | 


However, on ſecond Thoughts, for Reaſons 


not neceſſary to trouble the Reader with, I have 
| _Y it not amiſs to refer him to a ſufficient 
proof of it; which he may find in Grotius, de 
J. B. & P. L. 11. C. xx. $.4. Nb. 2. 

Indeed it is hardly conceivable how any Per- 
ſon, unleſs by confounding the Almighty, All- 
Wiſe Being, with that dependent, weak, and 
{fooliſh Creature, Man, and making the ſole Ends 
Jo all byman Puniſhments to be the only ones o 

all Puniſhments whatever, and fo of the divine; 
Jan fail ro perceive, that incorrigible Sinners are 
{puniſhed by God becauſe they deſerve it. A Man 
nuſt be ignorant both of the Power of God, and of 


theScriptures, who can imagine that Cod puniſhes 


uch and ſuch Perſons ozly that he may (truly) 


| denounce 
* Tho! the next and immediate Reaſon of all divine pu- 


nim ents. except his loving Chaſtiſements, be Yengeance 3 


they nd God's denouncing them have certainly another End. 


The San&ions of Law (faith an cxccitear Author) are — 
. 


(40) | 
denounce Miſery againſt Wickedneſs, in order to 
keep the World in Obedience. Is this agreeable # 
to our Notion of God's infinite Power, and the 
Expreſſions of his Word, when it declares the 
Puniſhment of the wicked ? Does it not always # 
ſpeak of ir, as a Thing meet for ti em, and of them 
as worthy of it, without the leaſt Inti mation, or 
implying that it is on an Inſtrument or Expedi= 
ent of good Government, and a Means to Obe- 
dience ? The Purity and Holineſs of God deteſts 
and abhors all impenitently wicked Beings ; and 
they muſt undergo their deſerved Debt, and 
Juſtice. In the Words of Biſhop Burnet: © A Þ 
© Goodneſs towards Perſons not capable of be- 
coming good, is a Goodneſs that does not agree 
(he does nor ſay with o God's N ſdom asGover- 
nor of the World, but) * with the infinite Purity 
* and Holineſs of God f.“ But if Men are not * 
puniſhed only for the Sake of generai Obedience, a 
and the general Good, but their Wickedneſs e 
ceeds God's Goodneſs, and deſervedly draus 
down his Puniſhment on them; they ſuffer Ven» © 
geance. This is Doctrine which (as I could eafily 
ſhew) Reaſon points out to all, that will turn 
their Eyes and Attention, at all that Way, and 
inculcates by a great Variety of irreſiſtible Proofs; 
as well as it is Scripture Doctrine. And, what 
muſt highly recommend it to every prudent Chi- 
ſtian, it is O LD Chriſtian Divinity; and n 
the Spawn of Socinian, or Deiſt's Objections, be- 
gotten on I will not ſay what Principles and 
Cauſes in ſome of their Anſwerers. 


A. 
be conſidered under the Notion of Means, the End of which 
muſt be Obedience to the Law, Dr. Cenybeare's Def. of R 
. 1 Is "= 5 12 1 

+ Expoſition of 39 Articles, p. 29. 
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